
2009 St. Gabriel Possenti Essay Contest Guidelines

1. This essay contest is open to Catholic students in ninth through twelfth grades who are members, or whose parents are members, of a Catholic parish within the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph or the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas.

2. Each essay should be accompanied by an essay cover sheet. Students will be asked to indicate their home parish on the cover sheet accompanying their final essay. The student’s name should appear only on the cover sheet.

3. Essays may be from one to four pages in length. All essays should be typed and double spaced in 12 point font. Page margins should be set at one inch. Students should not include any name or identifying mark on the essay. If students use material from specific sources, those sources should be appropriately cited.

4. All essays should thoroughly discuss the following topic: 

While some religious institutions are well known for door-to-door pamphlet campaigns, Catholics are not generally to be founds in suits on doorsteps on Saturday mornings. Discuss how Catholics can carry out the mission of spreading God’s word locally. 

5. All essays should be either mailed to:  

Attn: Angela Markley

5341 Swartz Road

Kansas City, KS 66106

or e-mailed as a Word file to amrobins42869@yahoo.com.
6. Prizes. Prizes will be granted to the entrants placing first, second and third in the contest. The first place essay will receive ______. The prizes for the second and third place essays will be announced. All three winners will receive certificates recognizing their superior performance.

7. Entry Deadline: October 31, 2009 

8. Essays will be judged based on the combined scores of three judges analyzing the following categories: Ideas and content, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, grammatical conventions.

9. Announcement of winner will occur by December 24, 2009. Essay winners will be notified by mail.

* About the contest. The St. Gabriel Possenti Essay Contest is named for St. Gabriel Possenti, also known as St. Gabriel of Our Lady of Sorrows. St. Gabriel is the patron saint of students and of youth. St. Gabriel was known for his academic excellence among the Passionist community, where he studied until his death. The Possenti Essay Contest is sponsored by the Catholic Lawyers Guild of Kansas City, a non-profit organization of legal professionals that was founded in 2007. The Catholic Lawyers Guild of Kansas City is devoted to helping promote Catholic identity in the community, including to the youth, through charitable works and services, such as the St. Gabriel Possenti Essay Contest. If you would like more information on the Guild, please visit our website at www.clgkc.com. 

